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made famous by the great Assyrian conqueror,
whom he emulated in the number and success of
his campaigns, and greatly surpassed in the per-
manency of the results obtained. The name of
Tiglathpileser would undoubtedly strengthen him
in the popular mind; for it is beyond question
that in a land like Assyria, in which writing, even
in the earliest times, was so constantly practiced,
some acquaintance with the history of their kings
was diffused among even the common people. He
was plainly not a descendant of the kings who
preceded him, or he would certainly have followed
the usual custom of Assyrian kings and set down
the names of his ancestors with all their titles.
lie alludes indeed to "the kings, my fathers," l
but this is a boast without meaning when unac-
companied by the names.

There is another proof of his humble origin to
be found iu the contemptuous treatment of his
monumental inscriptions by a later king. Tiglath-
pileser restored, for his occupancy, the great palace
erected by Shalmaneser II in Calah, Upon the
walls of its great rooms he set up slabs of stone
upon which were beautifully engraved inscriptions
recounting the campaigns of his reign. When
Enarhaddon came to build his palace he stripped
from the walls these great slabs of Tiglathpileser
that he might use them for his own inscriptions.
He caused his workmen to plane off their edges, so
destroying both beginning and ending of some in-
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